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In this edition, the original images and text from 1923 and 1924 have been modified slightly from the 
original sources. 


The format of this book, transcribed images, and modified text are copyright James G. Collins & 
Associates. The original illustrations in the public domain and can be found in the U.S. Library 
of Congress’s Chronicle America service (https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/) and in various 
libraries around the United States. 

Consult the Chronicling America site for information about copyright for the original images. 
The 2021 revisions are modern adaptations of the originals and are provided on the Internet 
Archive under a Creative Commons CC BY-NC-SA license. 


Dedication: Riccardo — something to practice English with. Be aware that the text of this version was 
written a century ago and translated from an ancient source. Many of the words and sentence structures 
are no longer in common use. However, they do sound kind of impressive. 


If you believe that this publication has some value to you, please consider donating what you think 1s a 
reasonable sum to some worthy purpose; even a tiny amount may make a difference somewhere. 


Some donations may also be tax deductible. 
Consider the following organizations: 


Museums and library special archives — these are where newspapers and other resources are often 
preserved for future study. Your donation can last a very long time. 


The Antique Pattern Library project is an excellent opportunity to support access to publications similar 
to this one. This service provides scans of craft pattern publications that are in the public domain or have 
permission to post. Many are edited for ease of viewing by modem craftworkers and their technologies, 


http://www.antiquepattemlibrary.org/index.htm 


Donations to your local library or a community college or other learning scholarship fund are valuable 
local investments. 


Consider also Archive.org as it helps makes many resources available to all of us. I would be surprised if 
any person or organization returns even a nominal donation. -H 
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Beowulf, A Viking Tale. 


A version of the great English epic adapted as color and cut out version for boys and girls. 
Adaptation by Taves Maxwell. 


1. King Hrothgar's Hall King Hrothgar 


[It was the custom, in the old stories like this one, not to bring in the 
hero until after the story had gone along for a while. It is for this reason 
that Beowulf himself does not appear until the fifth chapter. ] 


Once, in times long past which men still sing about, but no 
longer remember, there lived a king. Hrothgar, King of the 
War-Dances; he was a good king. A very mighty warrior was 
Hrothgar, and when he was crowned with success and glory 
in many battles it came into his mind that he would command 
his men to build a mighty feast hall wherein his nobles and 
people might make merry. So he ordered the hall built, 
promising many gifts to the builders thereof. 


And all the people labored; it was thus that the greatest of 
all halls was built within the space of a single season; a hall, 
Heorot, by name. Then did King Hrothgar summon his 
people, when all was finished, to come to his mighty feasting 
place. 
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2. First Feast in Heorot Hrothgar’s Attire 


It is said that a million candles lit the hall, Heorot, on that 
night when first King Hrothgar opened it to his people and 
thanes for feasting. The sun had scarcely set when many 
brave warriors filed into the hall to feast and receive the gifts 
which their king had promised for their help in building this 
greatest of feast halls. 


Hrothgar and his fair queen, Wealhtheow, came into the 
hall when all the company had gathered there. Both were 
dressed in raiment fitting the rulers of the War-Danes and 
they walked to the great throne in Heorot, taking their seats 
—after which the thanes and people also were seated. 


Then did King Hrothgar cause his pages to bring many 
gifts to the throne, which he, Hrothgar, did dispense to his 
loyal subjects Thus did the feasting begin. And none did think 
of that foul fiend who even now was roaming the fens and 
marshes, that son of Cain called Grendel. 
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3. Visits Heorot Grendel 


The fiend, Grendel, dwelt in a dank marsh and hated all 
that human men found good, for this Grendel was a son of 
Satan and vile was his heart and countenance. And King 
Hrothgar's noble thanes feasted on into the night, and, finally, 
all slept in the feast hall, Heorot. 


Twas then that Grendel crept to this newly built place and 
entered through the thrice barred and bolted iron doors and 
looked upon the sleeping thanes. With cries most frightful to 
the ear he did seize 30 of them from their fellows, and, 
dashing out their lives, did carry them back to his dank lair to 
feast upon. 


Much was the sorrow and lamentation in the morning 
when Hrothgar and his nobles woke. For traces of gore and 
the fiend, Grendel, were all too clearly shown. Then was there 
weeping in the kingdom of the War-Danes for the departed 
warriors, and fear for what might in future days befall from 
Gcndel: BODY BROWNISH GREEN 
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4. Grendel Again 


For 12 long and dismal Winters did Grendel terrify the 
feast hall of King Hrothgar and none could stand against the 
monster. Thus did the power of Hrothgar grow less and his 
Sorrows grow greater, and his feast hall was desolate. For 
none dared stay there when evening fell because of Grendel’s 
deeds. Only Hrothgar might abide in Heorot at his ease 
because a godly charm was about the throne; a charm which 
Grendel could not break through and thus destroy Hrothgar. 


And the King grew old beyond his years, which indeed 
were plentiful, and prayed that some champion might come 
and rid him of this dreadful monster and vowed great gifts to 
such a man, if. on all the earth, one lived who could prevail 
against this fiendish Grendel. 


It must be his prayers were heard, for news of Hrothgar’s 
sore affliction traveled to the land of the Geats, where 
Hygelac was a most just and mighty King. ’Twas in Geatland 
that Beowulf lived. 
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5. Beowulf Himself 


This Beowulf, nephew of King Hygelac of the Geats, was 
a champion of champions, a thane among thanes, whose valor 
was on the lips of men throughout the world of warriors. In 
his hand was the strength of 30 men, and his war sword had 
cleft many a helmet and armor piece of the enemies of the 
Geats. 


'Twas to this princling that tidings of King Hrothgar’s 
distress came, and Beowulf said, "I will go to my kinsman, 
Hrothgar” (for Hrothgar was also Beowulf's uncle), "and I 
will see if I can rid my uncle's kingdom of this most fiendish 
Grendel." And having uttered these words he made 
preparations with a good ship and 15 warrior thanes to go to 
the land of the West-Danes where Hrothgar, his uncle, was 
king, to see whether, happily he (Beowulf) might win great 
glory and many gifts in an encounter with Grendel. To fight 
he was determined, even though death might be the outcome. 


6. Beowulf Lands 


In a goodly ship of oak Beowulf and his thanes left the 
shores of Geatland and took the ocean-paths to come unto the 
land of Hrothgar. Much costly war harness and many sturdy 
swords they carried and a mariner most skillful. 


After a short and easy passage, the mariner headed in the 
ship until its planking touched the sandy beach of the country 
of King Hrothgar. "T'was there a coast warden of this 
sorrowful king did see them and, seeing them, went forward 
to find their business. 


Beowulf spoke to the coast warden and told him that the 
Geatmen came only on peaceful purpose to good Hrothgar 
and wished to obtain leave of this king to fight the monster, 
Grendel. 


Right gladly did the warden pass them by, instructing 
them whither to go and assuring them he would watch their 
fair ship. The Geatmen, under Beowulf, then marched on 
toward the palace of the king. 


Beowulf 
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7. Beowulf Meets Hrothgar 


After a scanty march the heroes led by Beowulf came 
before the palace and were met by Unferth, herald to King 
Hrothgar, who asked their business. 


“T would speak with the King about this fiend called 
Grendel,” Beowulf replied right bravely. 


The herald brought these tidings to the King, who 
straightway bad him bring the Geatmen to him. Thus the 
herald did. and warm was the welcome Hrothgar gave his 
kinsman, Beowulf. Standing before all the assembled nobles. 
Beowulf said. "I come to slay this monster Grendel. He 
knows naught of the use of good weapons. So will I scorn the 
use of any weapon where with to slay him. If it please God, 
slay him I will; otherwise I die, and in good cause. Good 
King, grant that I may fight him.” 


Which Hrothgar right gladly did, and all the Geatish 
thanes, with their leader, Beowulf, went into the hall, Heorot, 
to await the coming of Grendel. 


8. Beowulf and Grendel 


While slept the goodly Geatmen in the feast hall, Heorot, 
Grendel roamed the moors and fens, ever drawing nearer to 
this ball he meant to pillage. Within Heorot, only Beowulf 
slept not. 

Bursting through the doors, Grendel seized the nearest 


Geatman, a noble thane — Hondiscio - and, dashing out his 
brains, devoured him. With cries of rage most terrible 


Beowulf closed in upon the monster and thus began the battle. 


Clutching and clawing, Grendel sought to kill Beowulf, 
but this fierce warrior caught his hand with the grip which 
had strength of 30 men, and smote the monster with his free 
hand. 


Grendel knew his hour had come and sought to disengage 
from the sturdy champion of the Geats. 


Beowulf’s Attire 
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9. The Fight (continued) 


With all his might did Grendel strive to free himself, but 
he was in the grip of a champion such as men had never seen 
before. 


At last fiend gave one convulsive lurch and, coming free, 
fled through the door. But not without mortal cost for Grendel 
had left his arm in the mighty hand of Beowulf. Sore was the 
monster afflicted and he fled to the swampy poor wherein he 
lived, to die. 


The next morning there was much rejoicing, and the arm 
of Grendel was nailed high on the hall, Heorot. A feast was 
declared for that evening and the nobles right joyously 
assembled, save Beowulf, who was in place room midst the 
treasures Kin Hrothgar gave him. The champion was 
recovering from his wounds. 


[ll-timed was this rejoice for in the swampy pool, 
Grendel’s wicked mother plotted her revenge. 


10. Grendel’s Mother 


Grievously afflicted by the loss of her cursed son, the she- 
fiend, Grendel’s mother, came to Heorot, to wreak her 
vengeance on the slayers. Hrothgar’s nobles slept peacefully, 
fearing no ill. Thus it was that Grendel’s mother seized 
Aeschere, beloved and faithful counsellor of the king and 
slew him, feeding on him afterward. Then she fled. 


Sorrowful was King Hrothgar next morning and he told 
Beowulf of the gruesome deed. Straightway Beowulf armed 
himself and took to the trail of Grendal’s mother, trailing her 
by the prints and blood marks, until he came to the edge of 
the foul swamp in which she lived. 


Then taking a great sword, Hrunting, he dived into the 
Swamp and swam for nine days and nine nights, downward 
unto the abode of Grendel’s mother to do battle. 
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11. Underwater Fight 


On his perilous journey to the underwater home of 
Grendel's mother, Beowulf slew several slimy sea terrors. 
Finally did he come even to the residence of the hag herself. 
They battled. Sore afflicted was Beowulf, for the skin of this 
monster was protected by a charm and sword thrusts did not 
harm her. 


Growing weak and faint—feeling death was indeed upon 
him—Beowulf chanced to see a massive sword fastened 
above a doorway. This sword the champion drew from its 
jeweled scabbard. "Twas a fine and trusty weapon—a weapon 
used by giants before ever men were born. 


A vicious sword swing Beowulf then made. This charmed 
blade cut the hag’s head from off her shoulders and Beowulf 
was the victor. Sore-put, he grasped the monster’s head and 
taking the charmed sword—whose blade had melted from 
contact with the hag's blood—Beowulf swam back toward his 
companions. 


12. The Reunion 


On the earth, beside the swamp in which Beowulf had 
plunged, the warriors waited disconsolately. After a while the 
War-Danes left, sure that Beowulf was dead. The Geatmen 
waited on. Beowulf appeared from out the swamp and then 
was there rejoicing by his thanes. 


When the party arrived back, at Hrothgar’s palace much 
treasure did this great king give them for the noble deeds the 
champion bad accomplished. Even so should be the reward of 
a brave man by a just king. 


In spirits high with triumph the Geatmen prepared to 
return to their native country, to lay their treasure at the feet 
of their king, Hygelac - as was the custom in those days. Thus 
they got into their good ship and sailed away. 


Soon they came to Geatland — the land of their kinsman, 
Hygelac — and offered him their treasure which he most 
generously did divide among them. 


Beowulf’s Attire 
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13. King Beowulf 


After many years of fighting and hardship, it came that 
Beowulf was made king, and a most noble ruler was he, even 
mightier than his uncles, Hrothgar and Hygelac. His lands 
prospered; his herds and his treasures grew apace. 


And it happened that a certain man aroused the just wrath 
of King Beowulf and fled from his displeasure. In his flight 
this knave chanced across a treasure mound o’re which a 
dragon nominally guarded. At this time the dragon was away 
and the knave seized a wondrous golden cup from the treasure 
to take to his king and beg forgiveness. 


This the knave did. When the dragon returned, he saw the 
loss and determine to spread desolation for revenge. That 
night he soared over Beowulf’s kingdom, breathing fire and 
destruction upon the countryside. In the morning there was 
great despair. And Beowulf set off to kill the dragon which 
terrorized his people, taking a company of thanes with him. 


14. The Dragon 


When finally the knave who stole the dragon’s cup led 
Beowulf to the lair of this all-destroying creature, the King 
stationed his nobles on a hillock and went forth to meet his 
enemy. Soon the dragon scented Beowulf and rushed forth to 
do battle, breathing noxious flames and gasses. 


A mighty combat then ensued. And all save one faithful 
thane, called Wiglaf, fled in terror—seeing this mortal 
engagement. Sore-scorched and afflicted was Beowulf when 
brave Wiglaf rushed forward and dealt the dragon a mighty 
cut on his underside: This lessened the monster’s fire-breath. 
And the two Geatmen set about dispatching their enemy. This 
they did, but Beowulf was wounded unto death and knew his 
doom was near. 


He called on Wiglaf to fetch some of the treasure they had 
so dearly won, that he might see it before he died. This 
Wright did and bathed his master’s hurts and called unto the 
people to draw near, for their King was dying. 


Beowulf’s Attire 
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15. Beowulf’s Death Beowulf’s Attire 


And the people gathered round their dying king. Wiglaf 
denounced the cowardly thanes who had deserted their master 
in his hour of need. Then all the people listened to the last 
words of Beowulf. 


“Divide ye this treasure amongst all and lay me to rest by 
the sea. And raise over me a great mound that all may see, 
and seeing, remember Beowulf.” Then he breathed his last. 


Among the Geats there was grave sorrow and they buried 
their leader as he had commended. So passed the mightiest of 
the champions, a thane among thanes, a king among kings. 





STRAPS BLACK. 


This highly abbreviated version of the epic poem, Beowulf, was published in several newspapers 
across the United States and Canada between December 1924 and January 1925. Although there 
may be more newspapers than listed here, they include: 


Boston Globe (Boston, MA) 

Buffalo Times (Buffalo, NY) 

Evening Star (Washington, D.C.) 

San Antonio Express (San Antonio, TX) 
Vancouver Sun (Vancouver, British Columbia) 
Xenia Evening Gazette (Xenia, OH) 


The U.S. copyright protection on this text and these images have passed and the content is now 
in public domain in the U.S. Refer to the original publications for purposes of replication. 


